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and brother-in-law were executed; and he himself was sent as a prisoner first
to Warwick castle and then to Middleham. But Warwick found that it was not
in ids best interests to keep the King a prisoner, the Londoners in particular
resenting his action ; and by Christmas a reconciliation was effected on the basis
of a general pardon.

At the beginning of March 1470 a rebellion flamed up in Lincolnshire: it was
avowedly Lancastrian in its sympathies, but as subsequently was proved Warwick
and Clarence had skilfully planned it. Edward struck quickly and at " Lose-
coat Field " crushed the rising : when he learnt how far Warwick and Clarence
were involved he summoned them to answer for their conduct; and they replied
by fleeing to the north of England to raise forces. He went hard after them,
and was everywhere enthusiastically received : Warwick and Clarence knowing
that the game was up bolted for France.

Louis XL at once saw a chance of doing France an invaluable service : if he
could reconcile Margaret of Anjou and Warwick they would return to overthrow
Edward;  and their triumph would end the Anglo-Burgundian alliance.   But
the task seemed impossible : a terrible sea of blood lay between Margaret and
Warwick, and the Lancastrian queen was not likely to forget how the Yorkist
earl had consistently given out that the Prince Edward was not Henry VL's
lawful son.   Nevertheless, Louis succeeded in carrying through his plan.   The
reconciliation was sealed by the marriage of the Prince Edward to Warwick's
daughter Anne, and on isth September Warwick and Clarence landed at Dart-
mouth to proclaim Henry king.   Edward fled to Lynn, arid from there took
ship to Alkmaar in Holland.   Poor Henry VL was once again king ; and with
characteristic indifference to the course of the baronial vendetta the people of
England hailed the restoration with joy.

Burgundy at first refused to lend Edward assistance : he was disgusted at
the way in which he had ignored his repeated warnings about Warwick's prepara-
tions for return;  and he had no desire to commit himself to a line of action
which would jeopardise relations with the de facto government in England.
But Edward's sister Margaret pleaded his cause;  and in the end Burgundy
secretly aided the fugitive to recover his kingdom.   By March 1471 everything
was ready for a start.   On the I2th a landing party was put ashore near Cromer;
but they returned with the report that the eastern counties were completely
under Warwick's control; and sailing up the coast Edward finally disembarked
at Ravenspur where Henry IV. had landed nearly seventy-two years before.
The invaders*received a very half-hearted reception from the people of Yorkshire
until Edward, following the precedent of Henry IV., gave out that he had re-
turned merely to claim-his dukedom of York; and to lend colour to the claim
his* men ;were ordered to display Lancastrian badges and to shout as they
marched " King Henry."    Slowly Edward moved south:   if there was no